Wayside Presbyterian Church Newsletter
SEPTEMBER 2022
Fall & Holiday Worship Themes
During the last quarter of this year Wayside will organize worship & sermon themes as follows: a
short evangelism series, “Good News Travels Faster” begins September 11. With so much bad
news around, Christians have positive and hopeful news to share with the world. It is urgent, and
desperately important, that Christians invite people to experience the love and forgiveness of Jesus
Christ and his church. Pastor Steve will speak to the irresistible grace of God that undergirds a joyful presentation of the Gospel in our daily witness.
Beginning September 25, Wayside services will follow an outline of a Chris Tomlin and Darren Whitehead
book Holy Roar, Seven Words of Praise, based on 7 Hebrew words in the book of Psalms for the
word praise. Message and music each Sunday will be closely coordinated.
Looking ahead to the Advent Christmas season, our holiday series “Prince of Peace” will explore
the attributes of the Messiah (Christ Child) featured in Isaiah 9:6-7.

Church Picnic – September 11

Join Waysiders for an all-church picnic after the 10:00am worship
service on September 11 in the pavilion! The dedication of high-top
tables in memory of Alan Beavers will take place at 11am. A sign-up
sheet is on the table in the hallway. If you can bring a covered dish
or dessert for 10-12, please indicate it on the sign-up sheet. The
Membership Committee will provide table settings, drinks, hot dogs,
pulled pork BBQ and games for all.
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Join Us for Brunch, August 27
Drop in any time between 8 & 11AM on Saturday, August
27 for brunch in the atrium with seminarian Jim Catron
and Pastor Steve serving. Menu to include egg casseroles,
pancakes, sausage, bacon, fresh fruit, bagels & cream
cheese, coffee, juice, milk, and other treats. Donations of
egg casseroles & baked goods would
gladly be accepted to keep costs down.
All proceeds from this donation-only
meal will go toward Jim’s tuition at Lancaster Theological Seminary, which will
double the amount. If you cannot attend
the brunch, a donation of any amount will be most welcome.

HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE LABOR DAY!
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5.

A Note from Pastor Steve
On July 18 my father, the Rev. Dr. Howard W. Fritz, was “promoted to glory,” gently falling into the hands
of God surrounded by family and Rev. Larry Moir. Death can come suddenly after a brief illness or gradually, with grief experienced by those of us left behind in different ways. For the Fritz family it was anticipatory
grief, where we had months if not years to prepare for this day.
What I was less prepared for was my role reversal and the accompanying thoughts and feelings of being a
member of the grieving family instead of being the primary pastoral support. I was grateful to have Larry with us at Dad’s
bedside, and his reading of Psalm 139 and pastoral prayer. I’ve had other family members, nuclear and extended, pass
away, but this was my daddy.
The process of regular check-ins by the church, caregiving by professionals in the community, and general support from
many helped buoy me and my household more than I can say. I know from much experience what the church has to
offer at the time of death. If we know about an illness, we can carry you in our prayers and encourage you with our cards
and presence as is helpful. We have a great ministry at Wayside that provides pastoral care, facility use, interment option, and bereavement luncheon that can shepherd a family and help us process through necessary decisions. Wayside
is exemplary in ministering to our congregation, including the Fritz family.

Some final thoughts in this brief message for this month’s newsletter…preplanning for the inevitable is best for facilitating
next steps in the most difficult times of our lives and relationships. As pastor of Wayside, I hold a number of envelopes
with personal notes with personal wishes and service plans, and I need to anticipate my own. Each of us is encouraged
to use our own gifts to bless grieving families, whether as prayer warriors, coordinators, or helpers in providing solace in
ritualistic and informal ways. And the intergenerational nature of the church from the youngest to the oldest helps us value whatever stage of life we are in as we share with each other our journeys and faith experiences.
So thank you to all for allowing me as your pastor to also be a son with responsibilities at church and at home, particularly stretched over recent months. I promise to be there for you as you let me into your lives and need the church in your
difficult times, and I welcome your ongoing friendship in our shared humanity and spiritual journey. I look forward to
what’s next, both at Wayside and in my own growing family.

Seminary Intern Update

On August 7, Jim Catron gave a sermon on this last Sunday
of his Summer Intensive Internship as part of his Lancaster
Seminary training. While he continues in a less intensive
schedule with Wayside in order to complete Presbytery
expectations for field experience, he will be around through
the end of the year. In October, he does begin a clinical
pastoral education experience at Lancaster General Hospital,
so it may be Sundays only that he & Pastor Steve continue
their mentoring relationship. We expect Jim to be involved
in our Christmas services. Jim has been serving our church
without a stipend, as an internship was not in the 2022
budget. With our gratitude Wayside has an opportunity to
help Jim with tuition costs at the
Seminary with our August 27th 811AM brunch. All donations will
go toward Jim’s education and
will be matched by the Seminary.
Thank you for all of the prayers
and cards sent my way after the
car accident. Words can’t express
my appreciation enough. The
love of God and all my family
and friends will see me through!
Blessings, Kim Crothamel

Worship Calendar Update

Wayside will not be returning to our fall twoservice schedule until September 18. Session is extending
the summer 10AM combined
worship through September 11.
On that Sunday the congregation will worship together and
enjoy our annual fall picnic in
the pavilion (See elsewhere for picnic details.)
At the end of the worship hour the memorial
gift by Mary Beavers of 5 high-top tables will be
dedicated in memory of Alan Beavers, who
served as project manager of the IndoorOutdoor project that updated restrooms, provided the playground, and built the pavilion we
will enjoy during our picnic.

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon
Newsletter Deadline:
Thursday, September 15

“Suddenly a noise like a strong, blowing wind came from heaven and filled the whole house
where they were sitting.” Acts 2:2 NCV
Have you ever felt called to just “do something” or get involved in “something”
greater than your own personal needs or wants? Maybe because I have more
time in retirement, for the last five or more years, I have felt a renewed sense
that as a Christian, I am failing God’s calling for me. It is very easy to look at
the injustice in the world and in our country and say it is just bigger than me,
and there is nothing that I can do that will make a difference. But I think God is
telling me personally, that there is something you can do Marsha and accepting the status quo is not it!
It is just so easy to remain in my white, affluent bubble. But as Pastor Steve said in one of his sermons, “we
need to find God in the streets,” and doing nothing is just not the path I feel called to take. However, it is a
lonely path if you go it alone. I have engaged with organizations that work to move forward on social justice
issues, but I want to find a Christian community or group seeking Jesus’s teachings in how he would have us
address racism, gun violence, poverty, voting rights, unfair housing practices, gender issues, vitriolic behaviors and any of those awful headlines which show up daily in the news. I surely cannot make a monumental
change, but finding a way forward is just so important to me. I feel a strong nudge to find a way forward in
the fight against gun violence and racism in our country. Reading is good, marching is good, engaging with
organizations like Stand-Up Lancaster is good, but I also want to approach all these actions with a Christian
heart. This is the part that is difficult to do alone.
If there are any others in the congregation who feel the call to engage in discussions…not
ones to change minds, but ones to delve into what Jesus’s “love your neighbor” is all about,
I would love to hear from you. The Christian church is being maligned for either doing
nothing or attempting to espouse a Christian nationalism in our country, and all this does is
take away from what I believe Jesus is teaching us. I look forward to hearing from you.
You are my church family, and I seek your guidance and thoughts before reaching beyond
Wayside to get engaged in a Christian dialogue. Thank you.
Marsha Bowen
bowenmarsha2@gmail.com
717-314-8193
Your church library is there
for you. The materials are
varied. The library is set
up in sections with a guide
posted to help. You are
invited to make your selections and return them
when you are finished. No
time restrictions!

Four new books have been added this summer:
My Hope is in You by Bill Crowder - A guide
and inspirational book to find comfort in the
Psalms
Bless the Lord Oh my Soul - a daily devotional
of prayer and scripture
A Grandmother’s Prayers - sixty days of devotions and prayers by Kay Swatkowski
A Nation in Crisis by Ray C. Stedman Through the book of Jeremiah we can be
inspired and encouraged to face whatever
modern society tosses our way.

Presbyterian Women
Are you ready, Women of Wayside?
Fall is upon us and Presbyterian
Women (PW) will begin meeting
Saturday, September 10, at 10am for
fellowship & prayer, with the study at
10:30am. We plan to meet in the
Atrium the second Saturday of the
month through May.
Our study this year will give us a
fresh look at the Sabbath. Through
scripture in the Old and New Testaments we will explore what sabbath
means and how we can celebrate it.
All women are invited.
The study books are in! Pick up yours in the church office. Please
record your name so that we are able to keep track. The cost this
year is $10 for regular print and $15 for large print. Our treasury
has covered the cost of shipping. Won’t you join us for fellowship,
prayer, and study?
Joy Ray and Susan Doerfler, co-moderators

Session Highlights from July 12th Stated Meeting

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A hybrid meeting with half the elders in the room & half on Zoom. Peg Rohrer gave devotions.
Approved May 10th meeting minutes
Ratified appointment of Sue Chambers, Session rep, to Nominating Committee
Approved a revised Fee/Honorarium for building & personnel use for weddings, funerals, and events
Ratified e-vote to allow Utilimaster to use our upper parking lot during their parking lot striping
Received 6 new members: Barb Grannell, Dan & Nancy Horting, Charlie & Debbi Postas, & Kathy Smith
Approved job description revision for Sonja Eckert (see article in this newsletter)
Inaugurated “What’s Next” task force - Deb Kereczman, Chair
Reviewed exciting fall schedule
Finances in good shape
Livestreaming of all services & concerts well received by the congregation
Summer projects in Building & Grounds area underway
Nominating Committee – first meeting July 17
With CF changes in staffing, Wayside will be seeking a very part-time Children’s Ministry Coordinator (see article in
this newsletter)
Deacons remain very active

Session Highlights from August 9th Stated Meeting

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tad Hershey led opening devotions and prayer
Wayside hosting 9/20/22 Gathering of Donegal Presbytery
Fundraising Brunch by donation for seminary intern 8/27/22, 8AM-11AM
What’s New update: outside consultant, congregational surveys coming
Sonja Eckert returning 8/14 as CF Administrator/Manager
Discussed GA actions
Seminarian moderated last half of meeting
One service on September 11, 10AM, followed by dedication of memorial high-top tables and church picnic
September 18: return to 9:30 traditional & 11:00 contemporary services
Church directory photos to be taken September 18, 25, & October 2
Christmas Eve services at 5:30 contemporary & 7:00 traditional
Christmas Day service 10AM – relaxed, Christmas carols
Congregational Meeting moved to November 20, single 10AM service, with chili cook-off
Finance Chair reported status as “nominal”
New part-time children’s coordinator position approved for search
Mission Dedications: Socks & Undies 9/25; Blankets & Sheets, 10/30
Waystock proceeds over $6,000 for Food Pantry
Trunk ‘n Treat set for October 26, 6-7:30PM
Barb Moir & Chris Rowles, Wayside commissioners to the 9/20 Presbytery Gathering
Carpets to be cleaned 8/17
Nominating Committee at work
Presbyterian Women leader team meeting 8/27; first Bible study 9/10

Wayside Hosting September 20th Presbytery
Wayside is hosting the September 20th Presbytery Gathering with commissioners
expected from 8:30am-3:30pm. Judi Yarwood & Pastor Steve have planned for morning refreshments and boxed lunches for about 75 people in-person (the meeting is
hybrid via Zoom). Additional volunteers are needed on the yellow sign-up sheet on the
table in the hallway for various hosting responsibilities. Quick breads are needed for
morning refreshments and larger cookies are needed for lunch; please use the green
sign-up sheet for food donations. Questions? See Judi or Pastor Steve.

From the Christian Formation Team
Wayside welcomed staff member Sonja Eckert back from maternity leave on August 14. Sonja
left Vacation Bible School early on June 29 to give birth that afternoon to Kaleb Michael. Sonja
began her leave as Wayside’s Children’s Coordinator and returns to a new position as Christian
Formation Administrator/Manager (CFAM). This new position encompasses Sonja’s previous
roles as HR support for background checks and expanding digital ministry support, as well as
hands-on teacher for our kids. Sonja will have broad oversight and administrative responsibilities
supporting the CF Committee and staff serving our youth, children, and nursery. Her hands-on
responsibility will now be the nursery, which has opened a part-time position for Children’s Coordinator.
Effective immediately families can make use of our staffed nursery with Miss Sonja in the room. Thank you to
those who have served as a second set of hands. Additional volunteers will be needed for scheduling into the
future. All clearances will be required.
Wayside has a good group of children in grades K through 5, and we are searching for our next Children’s Coordinator to teach them. This part-time (10 hours/week) position will mostly serve Sunday mornings and Wednesday evening, with Vacation Bible School and other events expected. Pastor Steve and the CF Committee take a
team approach to our education, and Sonja (Nursery), Rachel (Youth) and the Children’s Coordinator will work
together for the best placement of children and meeting of needs.

From Rachel Holsey, Youth Coordinator
Thank you to all of you who participated in our Random Acts of Kindness summer project! It is wonderful to read about and share these simple acts of kindness that brighten lives with the light and
love of Jesus.
Junior High (Grades 6-8) Sunday School - Every Sunday during the 11AM service
As we wrap up our summer Sweet Life series, we will be starting our re:form Creed Unit. Join us for
hilarious short videos, creative activities, and group discussion surrounding each week's topic.
Senior High (Grades 9-12) Meeting times TBD
We will be working through a series called: Tracing The Thread: A 52-Week Journey Through the
Story of the Bible.
Rachel Holsey, Youth Coordinator (m: 7326109259; e: waysidepcyouth@gmail.com)

Wayside has long had a Sunday morning Adult
Bible Study meeting in the Conference Room at
the 11:00 hour. The CF Committee looks to
expand adult opportunities with Chuck Holsey’s
Wednesday evening online Bible Study
(holz1123@yahoo.com), a new social justiceoriented discussion group with Marsha Bowen
(bowenmarsha2@gmail.com), and some reorganization of the Sunday morning or new weekday evening adult Bible study.
To coordinate all these valuable ministries, the CF Committee needs YOU!
Pastor Steve (pastorstevefritz@gmail.com) has been serving as the Acting
Chair of CF but would welcome additional support.

Adult Christian Education

Wednesday Night
Zoom Bible Study
2nd & 4th Wednesdays
of each month
starting at 8pm.
Begins September 14th.
Contact Chuck Holsey
with any questions:
holz1123@yahoo.com

Pastor Steve, the CF Committee,
and the Wayside congregation
thank Rachel Holsey for leading a combined-age children/youth program on Sunday
mornings during Sonja’s leave. As Wayside returns to separate nursery, children’s &
youth programs, parents are encouraged to bring your kids & help build our Christian Formation ministry to introduce kids to Christ & develop disciples.

Hello Waysiders!
Your music ministry team here! Thank you so much for supporting our efforts
throughout the summer to blend our two styles of worship. We have enjoyed
the challenge and we hope everyone has gained some appreciation for both
the traditional and contemporary music in our worship. And perhaps you have
learned a new song or two that you like!
As we close out this summer and start to gear up for the fall, remember that
there are many opportunities to get involved in the music part of our worship
ministry. Our choir resumes rehearsals on Aug. 24 @ 7:45pm in the sanctuary, our band is always seeking new members who demonstrate a comprehensive knowledge of their instrument or voice, and our bell choir is always
open to new ringers! Please see me if any of these interest you and we will
talk it through! There is no experience necessary for the choir or the bell
choir!
Thank you again for your support in what we do. We love serving our church!
--Janelle Pabon (janelle.pabon@gmail.com)

Thanks again to Sue Chambers, Janelle Pabon, and Charlie Postas for being part of
the bell choir the last three times we played in church. Beginning in July, the Bell
Choir took a month's break; now that we are well rested, rehearsals will restart in
two weeks! I am again excited to work with this small but wonderful group of ringers. Hopefully, a few new, interested folks will want to join our musical team.

If you are interested, don't hesitate to contact the office or me (717-940-0646) or
come to the church on Thursday, August 25, at 6:00 pm for your first private group
lesson!
Enjoy the last of your summer months, but be sure to return to make a joyful noise by singing or ringing
and Praising God with your friends in September.
Continued Peace and Blessings, Louise Duncan

The Membership Committee will be
scheduling photos to update our
church online directory on Sundays
September 18, 25, and October 2. It
is hoped that most Waysiders will participate as it is very helpful to place a
face with a name in the congregation. The church directory
is password protected on the internet with an available app,
and can be downloaded and printed out for individual
needs. Thank you to anyone who updates the church office
with any change of contact information.

Book Group
Tuesday, September 27, 1PM
The Dutch House
by Ann Patchett
Contact Barb Sager for
more information.

Wayside’s New Heifer Challenge

Socks & Undies Collection Time!
September 11 through 25
As we move into the fall , the Mission Committee asks for
your help in their annual collection of socks & undies. Your
donations benefit the Hands Across the Street ministry of
Columbia Presbyterian Church. All sizes of socks and underwear for men, women & children are needed. Wayside
will receive your contributions in the basket in front of the
Mission bulletin board in from September 11 through 25,
and they will be dedicated on Sunday, September 26.
Thank you!

Yes, the challenge is actually a heifer! For $500, a
heifer donation can
change lives, giving hope
to families in even the
most dire of circumstances. This donation also
funds training in the care
of the heifer and improving
the animal’s health.
Heifers can:
 Provide milk and nourishment to hungry families
 Boosts income through sales of extra milk
 Encourages better crop yields by creating fertilizer
 Enables entire communities to benefit through
Passing on the Gift
Heifers have many uses, and are capable of bringing
stability to the lives of people struggling with hunger.
Their versatility enables your donation to provide a
cow to a family in need of hope. Thanks, Waysiders,
for your support!

Thank you for your continued support to the Hempfield Area Food Pantry evidenced
by your recent generous Waystock financial contribution of $6,355.67.00! It is contributors like you who confirm the mission of the pantry…..to serve those in our community
who are struggling to feed their families. Monetary contributions help to purchase food
items at the Central Penn Food Bank in Harrisburg at below super market costs (many
items at 35 cents a pound). Financial contributions also allow our managers to purchase
food items on sale at local grocery stores and markets….such as eggs, fresh produce,
meats, dairy products as well as other pantry supplies.
Clients may visit the pantry either Monday OR Wednesday each week. During the month of July, the pantry
served 135 families which included: 144 children, 251 adults, and 102 seniors. Many families come to the
pantry every week…grand total people fed for July was 1,269. Thirty eight volunteers contributed 492 hours
for the month!
Items requested
Due to Covid, we continue to serve our clients with a pre-packed box of food
for September are:
items (staples, fresh produce, meat, eggs, cheese and bread/pastry items)
Canned vegetable soup
placed directly in their car trunk. The success of this outreach to the Hempfield
Canned carrots
area is a total community volunteer effort with many local civic/service/social orCanned
potatoes
ganizations, neighborhood groups, local businesses, Hempfield school students
Large
peanut
butter
and staff, retired Hempfield teachers, private individuals, boy/girl scouts, nineteen
Large
jelly
area churches, postal employees, HARC employees, retirement communities,
Mac/cheese
and many individual volunteers. In June, forty-three volunteers contributed 617
Penna
pasta
hours to the pantry. The pantry operates with a full non-paid staff.
Egg noodles
Diane L. Gerlach,
Ramen noodles
Vice President/Pantry Coordinator
And always cereal

Waystock Totals

On August 15, Deb Kereczman, Pastor Steve, and Nick Doerfler presented a check with the proceeds from our
Waystock Community Music & Family Fun Fest in the amount of $6,355.67 with additional gift cards and cash
approaching $6,660, our largest donation ever to the Hempfield Area Food Pantry! Thanks to everyone who
served in this year’s indoor event. Mark your calendars for June 10, 2023 for our next Waystock.

What’s Next Congregational Update- August 2022

Most of you have heard Pastor Steve tall about a WHAT’S NEXT team at Wayside, and I wanted to give you an
overview of what we’ll be doing starting this week and through the fall. I’ll ask Lynn to include this overview in the
next newsletter in case you want to check back on details. Our team will be providing regular updates to Session
and to you as there’s additional information to share.
First, team members include Linda Ansbach, George Armold, Marsha Bowen, Jean Cleary, Josiah Gensler, Barb
Grannell, Jim Henderson, Tad Hershey, Rachel Holsey, Lori Nimmon, Mary Lou Robinson, Kathy Smith, Pastor
Steve, and Deb Kereczman. This is a mix of members, including different ages, stages, and life experiences, all
committing their time and energies to serving and exploring What’s Next for Wayside. We thank them in advance
for making this team and Wayside a priority despite remarkably busy fall schedules.
At the July meeting, Session approved the teams’ use of an outside consultant, The Malphurs Group, a non-profit
group that works with churches of all sizes and denominations- all over the world, to lead us through a proven process that helps churches strengthen their ministries. One of the first things we’re doing this month and into September is gathering input- from you and others in our community. We hope you’ll help us with three things.
1) First- pray. Pray for this team to hear what God wants for Wayside and help us understand how we can accom-

plish those things with our resources.

2) Second- participate in the U.S. Congregational Vitality survey coming this week. This survey helps us under-

stand the attitudes, opinions, and perceptions of our congregation and assess our strengths based on seven
marks of congregational vitality—discipleship, outward focus, evangelism, servant leadership, worship, caring relationships, and ecclesial health. It was created through a collaboration between sociologists, theologians, and
Christian educators in the PC USA. It is not a test. There are no right or wrong answers. Honesty and candor,
backed with heart and prayer, will provide the best answers.
There will be a link in the Friday eblast to complete the survey digitally. For those of you that prefer paper, you can
either drop by the office and get a copy from Lynn after Wednesday of this week (the office is closed Wednesday
for carpet cleaning), ask us to bring one to you, or we’ll have copies for you next Sunday. We’re on a tight schedule to receive results back to return them in the mail Monday, August 29th (to be tallied before the Malphurs group
visits us the weekend of October 14th), so please prioritize taking this survey within a week of when you get it and
return it to the office. It took me about 15-20 minutes to complete it online. It takes longer to tabulate the written
surveys, so please take the digital version if you’re able. Lori Nimmon and our Deacons are available to assist.
3) Third- next week, sign up to share in Holy Conversations. Many of you have attended these in the past and we

always get a lot of positive feedback about how good it feels to share your thoughts in an informal setting with
Wayside friends sitting together with their hearts on their sleeves and Wayside’s best interests front & center. It’s
not every day you get to talk about your church.

While this is going on with the Congregation, the What’s Next Team will go through 8 hours of training together to
get us all on the same page and make the best of our time with the consultant. Then we’ll have a retreat the weekend of October 14 and 15th to create a first set of considerations for Session in November. Our Malphurs leaders
will be with us on October 16th to share in worship and meet you.
Sonja Eckert has returned from maternity leave today and one of her first opportunities will be to network with others to complete a community needs assessment so we’re aware of challenges in the Wayside geographical community. She may call on you to help- or if you have ideas or access to information about community needs, please
jump in and offer to help her.
So, in addition to supporting Sonja, a reminder of three things you can help with:
1) Take the Congregational Vitality survey promptly.
2) Participate in one Holy Conversation in September.
3) Pray for our church and the What’s Next team.
Thank you,
Deb Kereczman, Chair

